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ACTION EUR- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EA-07 ISO-OO SWF-01 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 

COME-OO EB-03 FRB-01 INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 CIEP-01 

SP-02 STR-01 TRSE-00 LAB-01 SIL-01 SAM-01 OMB-01 SS-14 

NSC-07 L-02 PA-01 PRS-01 USIA-04 DRC-01 /078 W 

034323 

R 071814Z OCT 74 
FM USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7590 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY DJAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
KUALA LUMPUR 92 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 

UNCLAS EC BRUSSELS 7784 

CORRECTEDCOPY (TAGS ADDED) 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EEC, PFOR 

SUBJECT: CLOSER TIES BETWEEN THE EC AND AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 
AND THE ASEAN COUNTRIES 

1. AT A PRESS CONFERENCE ON OCTOBER 4 FOLLOWING HIS RETURN 
FROM A VISIT TO SOUTHEAST ASIA, EC VICE PRESIDENT SOAMES 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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SPOKE OF INTEREST ON THE PART OF AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND 
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AND THE ASEAN COUNTRIES IN CLOSER TIES IN THE EC. 

2. AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND: SOAMES INDICATED HE FOUND 
A DESIRE FOR " DEEPER AND MORE CONFIDENT" RELATIONS WITH THE 
COMMUNITY ALONG THE LINES OF THOSE BETWEEN THE COMMUNITY AND 
THE US OR JAPAN. REGULAR MEETINGS IN BRUSSELS OR ELSEWHERE 
ARE ENVISAGED AT THE SENIOR OFFICIAL OR MINISTERIAL LEVEL 
"IN ORDER TO PULL TOGETHER THE STRINGS OF DAY-TO-DAY 
RELATIONSHIPS." 

2. ASEAN COUNTRIES: SOAMES SAID THE ASEAN COUNTRIES ALSO 
SEEK AN INTENSIFIED RELATIONSHIP. THEY RECOGNIZE THAT NO 
INDIVIDUAL EUROPEAN COUNTRY CAN PROVIDE THEM WITH THE 
"EUROPEAN OPTION" IN TRADE, INVESTMENTS, AND 
ASSISTANCE THAT THE EC OFFERS AND WHICH WOULD LESSEN THEIR 
FEELING OF DEPENDENCE ON THE US AND JAPAN. WHAT THEY ANTICIPATE 
IS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A STUDY GROUP WHICH WOULD MEET 
REGULARLY WITH THE COMMISSION AT VARIOUS LEVELS UP TO AND 
INCLUDING MINISTERIAL. 

GREENWALD 
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